Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Rainbow Endowed Scholarship 

Minnesota State University Moorhead

2014-2015 Application - Deadline:  April 21, 2014
About the MSUM Rainbow Scholarship Fund

The GLBT Rainbow Endowed Scholarship was founded in 1999 by Minnesota State University Moorhead alumni, faculty and staff. The endowment recognizes students’ affirmation of GLBT identity and/or encourages service and leadership to the GLBT community. Award amounts are $500 - $1,000.

Eligibility

· Enrolled at Minnesota State University Moorhead during the full 2014-15 academic year

· GLBT identified and/or in leadership or service in the GLBT community

· Taking a minimum of 6 credits per semester with the majority on the MSUM campus

· Satisfactory academic progress

· Attendance on the MSUM campus for 2014-15. (Excludes National Student Exchange, Eurospring, & Portsmouth Programs), or

· Extenuating circumstances as considered by the application committee

Applications sought from persons of diverse backgrounds, particularly those from traditionally underrepresented communities and demographic groups.

Award Terms

· To be applied to tuition, books and/or fees through Financial Aid

· Valid only for 2014-15 academic year

· Award will be reported to Financial Aid as a scholarship

Judging Criteria

· Applicants’ affirmation of GLBT identity or commitment to the GLBT community

· Evidence of significant service and leadership

· Evidence of serving, leading, and working for change in GLBT communities, including as a role model, mentor, and/or advisor  (No applicant will be eliminated from consideration due to lack of opportunities to participate in GLBT activities)

Application Deadline

Completed application must be received by 4pm, April 21: Office of Scholarship and Financial Aid


 

              Minnesota State University Moorhead






              1104 7th Ave. South, Owens 107





              Moorhead, MN  56563
Your application will not be considered if all documents are not attached.
Completed application must include:

· Completed application form

· Answers to essay questions
· At least two current letters of recommendation including contact information.  At least one letter must be from a co-worker, teacher/professor, supervisor or volunteer/community service colleague.  Second letter may be from a friend or family member.
· Official, sealed transcript of most recent educational enrollment
· If current high school student, then high school transcript

· If GED graduate, then GED certificate
· If trade school, college, university, or graduate student, then college transcript
· All other, send most recent high school, post-secondary or training program documentation
GLBT Rainbow Endowed Scholarship Application
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Sexual Orientation:  ________gay  _________lesbian  ________bisexual  _______heterosexual  _______other _____________________

Gender Identity:  ________male   ________female  ________transgender  _____other________________________
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With your completed application, include your answers to the following questions.  These answers should be typed (Maximum of five pages, double spaced.  Committee values quality of response not quantity of pages).  Be sure to incorporate the criteria for judging applications (from cover page) into your responses.

1. Describe your background and experiences that have shaped you as a GLBT person or ally?

2. Describe the service and leadership experience you have had, including employment, if appropriate.  What did you gain from these experiences?  Identify the skills you developed as a result of these experiences.

3. Describe your interests, service and leadership in regards to the GLBT community.  Describe the opportunities you have had and what you have gained from your participation and/or leadership in the GLBT community.  What did you contribute to the GLBT community?

4. Of the achievements and accomplishments you discussed in the questions above, which have made you especially proud?  Explain.

5. How will furthering your education impact your ability to serve the GLBT community?  Describe your anticipated leadership role as a GLBT person or ally.  How do you plan to work toward these goals in the next five years?

6. Is there anything else you want to tell us about yourself, i.e. educational and personal goals, activism or future plans?

7. GPA is not a primary determinant in making awards, but may be considered as one of many factors.  If there are any unusual issues on your transcript, please address them.

Confidentiality Statement & Press Release  

(Information in this section does not affect your scholarship eligibility)

All documents received by the Awards Committee are considered confidential.  However, some material is carefully selected from applications and letters of reference to prepare introductions and announcements about award recipients.

If chosen to receive an MSUM GLBT Rainbow Scholarship, may MSUM make this information available to the press?








________Yes        ________No

If chosen to receive an MSUM GLBT Rainbow Scholarship, may MSUM list your name in the MSUM Honors Convocation?








________Yes
_______No

If chosen to receive an MSUM GLBT Rainbow Scholarship, may MSUM use your name, essay, and photo for fund raising purposes?








________Yes
_______No

I verify that the information I have supplied is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge.

_______________________________________________

________________________________

Signature






Date
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